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INTRODUCTION 

OBJECTIVES 

The goal document is  to help SharePoint administrators  as they install  XtraShare 2007 for SharePoint 

Technologies. 

CONVENTIONS 

The following table lists the acronyms used in this document.  

Acronym Stands for 

WSS Windows SharePoint Services 

MOSS Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 

WFE Web Front-End (designates the SharePoint servers in the SharePoint farm working as web 
servers) 

 

WHAT IS XTRASHARE FOR SHAREPOINT? 

XtraShare for SharePoint is a premium solution designed to help administrators manage extranet sites as well 

as internet sites based on Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 or Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007. 

XtraShare for SharePoint allows administrators to very easily and quickly deploy SharePoint sites beyond the 

firewall, by removing the pre-requisite of a Windows domain to host groups and users. XtraShare for 

SharePoint provides an intuitive and easy-to-use interface to manage groups, users, notify users of their 

credentials, activate form authentication with or without anonymous access, as well as assign users and 

groups to SharePoint sites through a SharePoint sites treeview.  

XtraShare also provides an integrated management solution from within Excel 2003 and 2007 to create, 

update or delete a large amount of groups and users. 

ARCHITECTURE 

XtraShare was developed on a multi -tier architecture to guarantee the evolutivity and performance, while 

respecting ASP.NET standards. The different tiers of XtraShare are the following: 

 A SQL server database used as the authentication store 

 A .NET business layer 

 An Excel-based interface powered by .NET Web Services 

 A multilingual graphical user interface, developed in ASP.NET AJAX and fully integrated with the 

SharePoint environment.  

 Standard ASP.NET role and membership providers standards to manage user authentication on 

SharePoint sites 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Before installing XtraShare, please make sure that we have installed the following software products on your 

Windows Server 2003 web-front ends: 
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 Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 or Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 installed with any of 

the following database engines: 

o SQL Server 2005 (all  versions) 

o SQL Server 2005 Express 

o SQL Server 2000 (all  versions, but with degraded functionality – security permissions 

may need to be manually set) 

 Ajax Extensions for ASP.NET: no specific configuration is required on your SharePoint WFE servers 

except for installing it. If you have s SharePoint farm with more than 1 WFE server , you must 

install  the AJAX Extrensions on all  WFE servers . 

o Download Url : http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=77296   

o Additional information: http://www.asp.net/ajax/  

 

Important note: XtraShare 2007 does not support WSS 3.0 or MOSS 2007 installed in standalone mode (ie. 

With SQL Server 2005 Embedded Edition) 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=77296
http://www.asp.net/ajax/


 

 

5 Installation Guide 

© 2007 RL Soft SARL. All  rights reserved. 

 

INSTALLATION AND CONFIGURATION 

INSTALLATION PROCEDURE 

After checking that the system requirements (listed in the previous paragraph) are enforced, please go through 

the following steps: 

 Connect to the SharePoint server that hosts the SharePoint v3 Central Administration (although it 

can be accessed from all  the WFE servers, the Central Administration is actually only installed on 

the first SharePoint server in your farm). 

 On this server, please execute the MSI fi le you have downloaded (depending on your platform – 

x32 or x64 – and the language of the installer you prefer) 

 Once the setup wizard is launched, click on Next and pl ease read the end user l icense agreement. 

 Please check that you agree with the default installation folder path (or change it if necessary) 

and click on Next. The following window appears : 

 

 Click on « Install  » to proceed with the installation. At this stage the installation might be quite 

long as the installer installs SharePoint solutions and enables some SharePoint features. 

Depending on your SharePoint farm environment, this  step can last several minutes. A progress 

bar is displayed, gets filled very quickly and seems to stall  at the end. This is indeed completely 

normal and you should wait until  the next screen is displayed. 
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 The installation is complete when the following screen appears : 

 

 

 Click on “Finish” to close the exit the installation wizard. 
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8 Installation Guide 

© 2007 RL Soft SARL. All  rights reserved. 

 

As an optional step, please check that the installation has indeed completed successfully and navigate 

to the Solution Management page in the SharePoint v3 Central Administration. Click on the “Operations” tab 

and then select the “Solution management” link the Global Configuration section (last link in the screenshot 

below): 

 

 

On the Solution Management page, you should see the following two lines, where 

http://extrashare:33696 should be replaced with the url  of your SharePoint Central Administration: 

 

 

You can then proceed to the XtraShare database configuration. 

  

http://extrashare:33696/
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INITIAL CONFIGURATION 

When XtraShare is installed for the first time, no database is created to act as the users and groups store. To 

start the configuration, click on the “XtraShare” tab in the SharePoint Central Administration web site. The 

following page appears: 

 

In the “Deployment” section, please click on “Database Configuration”. The following page appears: 

 

The page is pre-filled with the Database Server name used for the SharePoint Configuration database. You can 

specify another SQL Server instance, but we recommend using the one suggested by the page.  

Here are the steps you should follow to properly configure the XtraShare database: 

 Check that the database server name is correct, and modify the the database name if necessary 

(the user interface suggests “XtraShare” by default”. This database will  be created using the 

identity of the SharePoint Central Administration applica tion pool so you should also make sure 

this application pool account has the Database Creators and Security Administrators roles on the 

SQL Server instance if you don’t want to use the suggested SharePoint instance. 

 Click OK to create the database. 

 Once the database is created, the following message appears to confirm that the creation went 

well. 
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You can now proceed to manage your users and activate the forms -based authentication on your web sites 

By default, 2 groups and 1 user are created: 

 The “Administrators” group: This group contains the XtraShare administrators (who can access all  the 

XtraShare-enabled sites as well as all  delegated administration sites). It can be edited but cannot be 

deleted.  

 The “Default Group” group: By default, newly created or self-registering users will  be assigned to this 

group, unless another group is assigned to them (the default self-registering group is also configurable 

on each web application). 

 The “Admin” user: this is the default Administrator user, who can access any site enabled with 

XtraShare (as a member of the “Administrators” group). Its default password is “pass”. We strongly 

recommend you to change its password by using the “Reset Password” contextual menu in the Users 

Management page, and to update its  email address (in order for him to receive email notifications). 
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This is a screenshot of the Groups Management page right after the database creation: 

 

 

This is a screenshot of the Users Management page right after the database creation: 
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ENABLING XTRASHARE FORMS BASED AUTHENTICATION (FBA) 

Once the database configuration is done and you have created/updated your default users, the last step is to 

enable the XtraShare Forms Based Authentication on a SharePoint web application. 

To do so, use the convenient drop-down menus available on all  pages of the XtraShare administration site to 

navigate to the “XtraShare Authentication Configuration” page 

 

The following screen appears: 

 

On that page, you can change the following settings: 

1. Select the web application you want to enable with forms -based authentication 

2. Select the SharePoint zone of the web application (only the Default zone is supported in this version) 

3. Activate or de-activate the XtraShare Forms-Based Authentication 

4. Enable the anonymous authentication on the root web site of the selected web application. If you do 

so, a Login webpart will  automatically be added to the default.aspx page of your root site.  

5. Select the default group of self-registering users (in case this self-registering mechanism is used). 

Once you have properly configured these settings, press OK and wait a few moments before the XtraShare 

activation is complete. 

You can now start using your XtraShare-enabled site with the Administrators users only. To add other users 

and for more information, please refer to the XtraShare User Guide. 
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